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DIALOGUE - GREEK

MAIN
EAAN:  Nay
EAAN: A papad, vat...
EAAN:  Nai, €dw glpat...
EAAN:  Nat, 0Aa elval evtagel.
EAAN:  Mapd, oxt twpa. Aev eipat akdpa oto Eevodoxeio.

‘EAAN: Euxaplotw. Mewal

ENGLISH
Elli : Hello?
Elli:  Ah, mom!Yes...
Elli:  Yes,I'm here...
Elli:  Yes, everything is alright...
Elli: Mom, not now. I'm not at the hotel yet...
Elli:  Thank you. Bye!
ROMANIZATION
Eli:  Ne?
Eli:  Amama4, ne...
Eli:  Ne, edéime...
Eli:  Ne, 6laine endaxi.
Elii: Mama, 6hi téra. Den ime akdma sto xenodohio.
Eli:  Efharisté. Ya!

VOCABULARY



Greek Romanization English Class Gender
vat ne yes adverb

oxL 6hi no phrase

akopa akéma still, yet adverb

Eevodoyeio xenodohio hotel noun neutral
wpa tora now adverb

evtagel entaxei OK adverb, expression

EUXAPLOTW efharisto thank you expression, verb

papa mama mom noun feminine
elpat ime Iam verb

W edé here pronoun

bev den not, don't conjunction, adverb

yeLa ya hi, bye interjection, expression

oTo sto at, in, to prepositional article neuter
oAa 6la everything adjective neutral
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Nat, elpat EAAnvac.
Ne, ime Elinas.

"Yes, I am Greek."

‘Oxt, 6gv dkouoa TL Pou &lTeq.
Ohi, den dkusa ti mu ipes.

"No, I didn't hear what you said."

'OxL, &ev Ba epbw.
Ohi, den tha értho.

"No, Iwon't come."

'OxL, &gV exw PLAQ.
Ohi, den ého psila.

"No, I don't have change."

Akopa Ydyxvw to vénua tng {wng.
Akoéma psdchno to néima tis zois.

"I am still searching for the meaning of life."

‘Otav eloal og kpouadlépa, to TAolo elval To
Eevodoxeio oou.

Otan ise se kruaziéra, to ploio ine to xenodohio
su.

"When you are on a cruise, the ship is your
hotel."

To &evodoxelo ekave TpLavta eupw tn vUxTa.
To xenodohio ékane trianda evrd ti nihta.

"The hotel was thirty euros per night."

E{pal oAU amaocyoAnpévn Twpa.
Ime poli apascholiméni téra.

"I am very busy now."

Twpa AKOUGE HE, O€ TTAPAKAAW.
Tora dkusé me, se parakald.

"Now, please listen to me."

Twpa PNAw 0To TNAEPYWVO.
Tora milao sto tilefono.

"I'm talking on the phone now."




‘Egpaya Ttdpa TToAU KAl TWPa PE TIOVAEL TO
OTOMAXL YOU.

Efaga pédra poli ke téra me pondi to stomahi mu.

"I ate too much, and now my stomach hurts."

Evtagel, Ba puyw.
Endaxi, tha figo.
"OK, I'llgo."

Elpat evtdagel.
Eimai entaksei.

llIlm OK."

Euxaplotw yLa tn BorBeLd oag!
Efharistd ya ti voithid sas!

"Thank you for your help!"

Euxaplotw ylLa to dwpo.
Efharistd ya to doro.

"Thank you for the gift."

EuxapLotw ToAU.
Efharisto poll.

"Thank you very much."

KaAd XpLotouyevva, papa!
Kala Hristdyena, mamada!

"Merry Christmas mommy!"

Elpat pnxavikoc.
Ime mihanikds.

"Iam an engineer."

Aev elpal EAANvac.
Den ime Elinas.

"I'm not Greek."

Elpal n Mapla.
Ime i Maria.

"I'm Maria."

Elpat téoo kovtd, aAAd TO00 pakpLd.
Ime téso kondd, al téso makrid.

"I'm so close, and yet so far."

Elpat amo tnv ApepLkn.
Ime apé tin Ameriki.

"Tam from America."

H mtapaAia elvat pakpld amo edw.
Iparalia ine makrig apo edo.

"The beach is far from here."

‘EAa edw!
Ela edo!

"Come here!"

Aev KPUWVELG?
Den krydneis?

"Aren't you cold?"

Asv TIELVAEL.
Den peinaei.

"He's not hungry."

Aev glpat EAAnvag.
Den ime Elinas.

"I'm not Greek."

FeLa oou, Muydan!
Ya su, Mihdhi!
"Good-bye, Michael!"

leLa oou, EAeva!l
Ya su Elena!

"Hello, Elena!"

‘Huaotav otn 6dAacoa O6An pépa.
Imastan sti thélasa 6li méra.

"We were at the beach all day."

H ydta oto kaméAo.
I gdta sto kapélo.
"The cat in the hat."




VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

1. When learning a Greek verb, something like "to go", "to be", "to have" or the like, you will always learn
the I-form instead, "I go", "Iam", "I have". This is also the form that you will find in dictionaries. The
reason for this is that there is no direct equivalent of the infinitive in Greek.

2. In this lesson, we've seen "e{pal" (Iam). It's the base form of the irregular verb "to be", which we'll
study in the next lesson. For now, all we've seen is "etpal" (Iam) and "sivat" (he/she/it is).

3. Note that Greek verbs do not require a pronoun. That is, Elli can say "edw stpad”, literally "here am",
and the "I'" is understood. The pronouns are only used when we want to emphasize something. This is
the same as in Italian or Spanish.

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is pronunciation
Aev gipat akoua oro Eevodoxeio.
"I'm not at the hotel yet."

Greek pronunciation is pretty straightforward and the spelling is almost phonetic. Even the word stress
is easy, since it is indicated with a little accent mark above the vowel. Still, there are a few difficulties in
the form of letters that don't sound as you'd expect.

e Beta (Brita) does not sound like B but like V. In fact, there is no /b/ sound in Greek except as /mb/,
and even then it's mostly used for foreign words. The /mb/ sound is spelled MP (ut 11L).

e By the same token, Delta (§éAta) does not sound like D; it sounds like the TH in "that". The /d/
sound pretty much only appears in the combination /nd/, spelled as NT (vt tau).

e Gamma (yapa), the Greek equivalent of G, has two pronunciations. If Gamma is followed by a front
vowel like /e/ or /i/, it sounds approximately like Y in "year". If Gamma is followed by an /a/, /o/ or
/u/ sound however, it sounds like a throaty R. By contrast, the actual Greek R (po) is rolled at the
front of the mouth.

e Chi(xu) also has two pronunciations. If you studied German, this will be easy for you, because the
two pronunciations are exactly the same as the German CH sound. When combined with a back
vowel like /a/, /o/ or /u/, Chi is throaty, as in the name of the composer "Bach". When combined
with a front vowel like /e/ or /i/, Chi is pronounced as in the German word for [, "ich". If you can't
produce this sound yet, try saying Y as in "year", draw it out "yyyyyy" and then keep this mouth
position and exhale instead.

e Finally, I should warn you about the Greek letter Ypsilon. Most of the time, it is just another way of
writing the "eee" sound, just like the letters Ita and Iota. However, in the combination with Omikron
it sounds like "00", and in combination with Alpha or Epsilon it sounds like /f/ or /v/ ... as in
Euxaplotw!

CULTURAL INSIGHT



« Family is very important for the Greeks, as for most Southern Europeans. There is a very special bond
between family members, which sometimes seems strange to people from other cultures.

* Young people usually live with their parents until they get married. Even if they go to another city or
country for their studies, they go back to live with their parents when they finish their studies.

* Greek parents are very supportive of their children. Because the benefits provided by the Greek
government are not sufficient to cover people's essential expenses, they get financial support from their
parents when they study in another city or country, or if they are unemployed. Parents don’t give loans
to their children because for them it is an obligation to support their children.

* Sometimes, Greek parents financially support their children even if they work because salaries are low
compared to those in the US.

* However, they can also be very intrusive sometimes, and have constant arguments with their children
if they don't approve of their lifestyle or of the way they raise their children. Some issues like
homosexuality are still taboo in Greek families, even in big cities.

* Even when the parents are not wealthy, they support their children and their children’s family in other
ways, such as by babysitting their grandchildren or cooking for them.

« Family members are very close to even more distant relations (grandparents, uncles and aunts,
cousins, and so forth). They spend Easter and Christmas together, and in the past it was very common to
spend Sundays together as well, but nowadays this tradition is becoming less widespread.

* Greek women are usually overprotective and proud of their sons. They often show favoritism by
preparing special meals for them or by boasting about their scores at school.



